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The Aeneid 
Book 2-6
Key
From Wes Callahan’s handouts
1. According to Aeneas’ account, how was Troy deceived, and what three things should have warned them about the horse?

2. Who was Sinon?

3. What does the ghost of Hector tell Aeneas to seek?

4. (792-812) Why does Venus give Aeneas a vision of the gods behind the fall of Troy?

5. What specific information does the ghost of Creusa, Aeneas’ wife, give to him at the end of book 2?

Book 3

6. (189-199) What omens indicate that Crete is not the place Aeneas and his followers should settle?

7. What has become of Hector’s wife Andromache?

8. Helenus gives Aeneas a lengthy prophecy, including an exhortation to see the prophetess when he gets to Italy.  What does he say she will tell Aeneas about?

9. What experiences does Aeneas go through that are like Odysseus?

Book 4

10. (121-126) What effect had Dido’s infatuation with Aeneas had on the city?

11. (467-468) Why does Dido think she is married to Aeneas?  Does Aeneas believe there is a marriage?  Why?

12. Why does Aeneas abandon Dido?

13. (546-550) Do you think he’s right in leaving her (cf. Ezra 10)?  Does he still love her?

14. What does the whole Dido episode tell us about Aeneas’ character?  To what is he most devoted?

Book 5

15. How are the funeral games for Anchises different from those for Patroklos in the Iliad?  Why are they different?

16. What is significant about the omen of the arrow bursting into flame?

17. What does Juno do to cause problems for Aeneas and his destiny in this book?

Book 6 
18. What different regions does Aeneas find in the Underworld, and what kind of people are in each?

19. What view of the afterlife do we see in this book?

20. What is Anchises’ purpose in calling Aeneas to the Underworld, and what does he show Aeneas?

21. What view does Virgil seem to have of the pre-existence and future of the soul? 
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